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Ruthenium-catalyzed isomerization of 7-oxanorborna-
dienes into naphthols was investigated. Among the var-
ious ruthenium catalysts tested, [RuCl2(CO)3]2 gave the
highest yields in the isomerization, and various substi-
tuted naphthols were synthesized inmoderate to excellent
yields. Both symmetrical and unsymmetrical 7-oxanor-
bornadienes were employed in the study, andmoderate to
excellent regioselectivities were observed.

Oxabicyclic alkenes are valuable synthetic intermedi-
ates as they can serve as a general template to create
highly substituted ring systems.1 For instance, asym-
metric ring-opening of these alkenes allows for the for-
mation of several stereocenters in a single step.2,3 We
have recently investigated different modes of transition-
metal-catalyzed reactions of oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a
and found that, depending on the reaction conditions,
several products (2-6) could be obtained (Scheme 1). For
example, when oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a is treated with
an alkyne in the presence of the ruthenium catalyst,
Cp*Ru(COD)Cl (Cp*= 1,2,3,4,5-pentamethylcyclopen-

tadienyl, COD=cyclooctadienyl), a [2 þ 2] cycloaddition
is observed and cyclobutene cycloadduct 2 is formed.4

When oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a is treated with the
secondary propargylic alcohol 7 in the presence of the
neutral Ru catalyst Cp*Ru(COD)Cl in MeOH or using a
cationic Ru catalyst (e.g., [CpRu(CH3CN)3]PF6), iso-
chromene 3 is formed.5 On the other hand, if the same
reaction between oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a and the
secondary propargylic alcohol 7 is carried out with
Cp*Ru(COD)Cl in THF, cyclopropane 4 is produced.6

More recently, we have observed that in the absence of an
alkyne, Cp*Ru(COD)Cl catalyzes the isomerization of
oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a to the corresponding
naphthalene oxide 5 when neutral alumina was used in
the workup and to 1-naphthol 8a when silica was used in
the workup.7 We have also reported that asymmetric
cationic rhodium(I)-catalyzed cyclodimerization of oxa-
benzonorbornadiene 1a produced dimers 6 in excellent
enantioselectivity (up to 99% ee).8

Brønsted acid catalyzed isomerization of 7-oxabenzonor-
bornadienes into1-naphthols is awell-knownprocedure anda
valuable method for incorporating a naphthol fragment in
more complex molecules.9 Similar isomerization has been

SCHEME 1. Previous Studies on Ru- and Rh-Catalyzed Reac-

tions of Oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a
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previously observed as an unwanted side pathway in the
rhodium- or nickel-catalyzed nucleophilic ring opening of
oxabenzonorbornadienes.10,11 In this note, we report our
investigation on the isomerization of 7-oxabenzonorborna-
dienes to naphthols catalyzed by ruthenium catalysts.

To begin our investigations, we screened a variety of
ruthenium catalysts; the results are shown inTable 1. Among
various ruthenium catalysts tested, Cp*Ru(COD)X (where
X=Cl, Br and I, entries 7-9), whichwere found to be useful
catalysts in many of our previous studies of metal-catalyzed
reactions of 7-oxabenzonorbornadienes (Scheme 1), gave
1-naphthol 8a in 57-67%. The best yield (quantitative)
was obtainedwhen dichlorotricarbonylruthenium(II) dimer,
[RuCl2(CO)3]2, was used (entry 12).

The effect of various solvents on the Ru-catalyzed isomeriza-
tion of 7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a into 1-naphthol 8a, using
[RuCl2(CO)3]2 as the catalyst, is shown in Table 2. Whereas
solvents such as DCE, THF, dioxane, acetone, hexanes, and
toluene all provided 1-naphthol 8a in quantitative yields (entries
1-6), the reaction did not occur in DMF, DMSO, and TEA
(entries 7-9). The effect of reaction temperature on the
[RuCl2(CO)3]2-catalyzed isomerization of 7-oxabenzonorbor-
nadiene 1a into 1-naphthol 8a in DCE has also been studied.
When the reaction was carried out at 80 �C, the starting 7-
oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a was completely consumed and
converted into 1-naphthol 8a in 1 h. At 60 �C it took 2 h for
the complete consumption of the starting 7-oxabenzonorbor-
nadiene 1a, at 40 �C it took 16 h, and at 25 �C it took 168 h.

With the optimized conditions for the Ru-catalyzed iso-
merization of 7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a into 1-naphthol
8a in hand, the scope of the reaction was then investigated
using various 7-oxabenzonorbornadiene substrates; the re-
sults are shown in Tables 3 and 4. In the presence of 5 mol%
[RuCl2(CO)3]2 in DCE, all of the symmetrical 7-oxabenzo-

norbornadienes 1a-h undergo isomerization to 1-naphthols
in good to excellent yields (Table 3). 7-Oxabenzonorborna-
dienes with electron-withdrawing groups attached to the aryl
ring required a much longer reaction time (entries 5 and 6).
For example, when dibromo-7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1e

was treated with 5 mol% of [RuCl2(CO)3]2 in DCE for 12 h,
only 29% of the corresponding 1-naphthol product 8e was
isolated. It took 144 h to completely consume the dibromo-7-
oxabenzonorbornadiene 1e. Interestingly, whereas both di-
methyl-7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1b and dimethoxy-7-ox-
abenzonorbornadiene 1d gave the 1-naphthol products (8b
and 8d) as the only products in good yields (entries 2 and 4),
the dimethoxy-7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1c, with the meth-
oxy groups at different positions on the aryl ring compared
to 1d, gave both the 1- and 2-naphthol products (8c and 9c) in
68% and 11% isolated yields, respectively (entry 3).
Although we do not have a good explanation for this
observation, in our previous studies on rhodium(I)-catalyzed
cyclodimerization of oxabenzonorbornadienes, we also ob-
served that dimethoxy-7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1c and
dimethoxy-7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1d behaved differ-
ently (Scheme 2).8 While dimethoxy-7-oxabenzonorborna-
diene 1c gave the cyclodimerization product 10 in excellent
yield, dimethoxy-7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1d did not un-
dergo cyclodimerization. Instead, isomerization of 1d to 1-
naphthol 8d was observed. Dimethyl-7-oxabenzonorborna-
diene 1h, with the Me groups attached to the bridge junction
instead of in the aryl ring, afforded 2-naphthol 8h in 85%
yield (Table 3, entry 8). Note that the classical acid-catalyzed
isomerization of some of these 7-oxabenzonorbornadienes
(e.g., 1e and 1f) led to a complicated mixture of products.9

Ru-catalyzed isomerization of unsymmetrical 7-oxabenzo-
norbornadienes 1i-n into naphthols was also investigated; the
results are shown in Table 4. Both unsymmetrical 7-oxaben-
zonorbornadienes 1i and 1j gave a 1:1 inseparable mixture of
two 1-naphthol products in excellent yield (entries 1 and 2).On
the other hand, for unsymmetrical 7-oxabenzonorbornadiene
with an electron-donatingOMegroup (1l, entry 4), 1-naphthol
product 8l was formed preferentially (67%) and 1-naphthol
product 9l was the minor product (5%). With the OMe
group at a different position on the aryl ring, unsymmetrical

TABLE1. Isomerizationof 7-Oxabenzonorbornadiene 1a into1-Naphthol

with Various Ruthenium Catalysts

yield (%)b

entry Ru catalysta 1-naphthnol 8a recovered 1a

1 Ru(PPh3)3Cl2 0 50
2 [Ru(COD)Cl2]x 2 53
3 CpRu(PPh3)2Cl 0 45
4 CpRu(COD)Cl 0 33
5 CpRu(COD)Br 33 5
6 CpRu(COD)I 4 30
7 Cp*Ru(COD)Cl 67 (65) 0
8 Cp*Ru(COD)Br 57 0
9 Cp*Ru(COD)I 63 22
10 [CpRu(CH3CN)]PF6 1 3
11 [Cp*Ru(CH3CN)]PF6 5 10
12 [RuCl2(CO)3]2 100 (100) 0
a
5 mol % of Ru catalyst was used in all cases. Cp*= 1,2,3,4,5-

pentamethylcyclopentadienyl; COD = cyclooctadienyl. bYields were
based on GC using naphthalene as internal standard. Yields in brackets
are isolated yields.

TABLE 2. Effect of Solvents

yield (%)b

entry solventa 1-naphthnol 8a recovered 1a

1 DCE 100 (100) 0
2 THF 100 0
3 dioxane 100 0
4 acetone 100 0
5 hexanes 99 0
6 toluene 100 0
7 DMF 0 66
8 DMSO 0 67
9 TEA 0 50
a
DCE = 1,2-dichloroethane; DMF = N,N-dimethylformamide;

DMSO=dimethyl sulfoxide; TEA=triethylamine. bYields were based
on GC using naphthalene as internal standard. Yields in brackets are
isolated yields.

(10) Lautens,M.; Fagnou,K.; Taylor,M.;Rovis, T. J.Organomet. Chem.
2001, 624, 259–270. See also ref 8.

(11) Feng, C.-C.; Nandi, M.; Sambaiah, T.; Cheng, C.-H. J. Org. Chem.
1999, 64, 3538–3543.
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7-oxabenzonorbornadiene 1k gave a single regioisomer in
83%yield (entry 3). C1-substituted 7-oxabenzonorbornadiene
with an alkyl substituent (Me) also gave a single regioisomer of
the 1-naphthol product 8m in excellent yield (entry 5).With an
electron-withdrawing C1-substituent (COOMe, entry 6), the
2-naphthol product 9n was formed as the major regioisomer
(68%) and the 1-naphthol product 8n was the minor isomer
(8%).

An explanation for the formation of different regioisomers
when theOMegroup is locatedat adifferentpositionof thearyl
ring (compareTable 3, entries 3 and 4) is proposed in Scheme3.
As a result of the position of the OMe group in 1k, bond “a” of
the C-O bond in the oxabicyclic alkene is more electron-rich.
Therefore the Ru will insert in this more electron-rich C-O
bond, producing regioisomer 9k through the formation of
intermediates 11 and 12. On the other hand, the position of

the OMe group in 1l will make bond “b” of the C-O bond in
theoxabicyclic alkenemore electron-rich.Therefore theRuwill
insert in this more electron-rich bond “b”, which will result in
the formation of intermediates 13 and 14 and lead to the
formation of the regioisomer 8l. Note that isomerizations of
1k and 1lwithHþ under protic conditions gave the samemajor
regioisomers as observed in the Ru-catalyzed isomerizations.12

Similar explanations can be used to account for the
formation of different regioisomers with C1-substituted 7-
oxabenzonorbornadienes 1m/n (compare Table 4, entries 5
and 6). With an electron-donating C1 substitutent (Me),
bond “b” of the C-O bond in the oxabicyclic alkene is more
electron-rich. The Ru inserting into the more electron-rich
C-O bond will result in the formation of intermediates 15
and 16 and lead to the formation of the regioisomer 8m

TABLE 3. Ru-Catalyzed Isomerization of Symmetrical 7-Oxabenzo-

norbornadienes into Naphthols

a
5mol%of theRu catalyst was used in all cases. bIsolated yields after

column chromatography. cThe reaction was stirred for 144 h. dThe
reaction was stirred for 192 h.

TABLE 4. Ru-Catalyzed Isomerization of Unsymmetrical 7-Oxaben-

zonorbornadienes into Naphthols

a
5mol%of theRu catalyst was used in all cases. bIsolated yields after

column chromatography. cThe reaction was stirred for 48 h. dThe
reaction was stirred at 80 �C for 72 h.

(12) (a) Gavi~na, F.; Luis, S. V.; Ferrer, P.; Costero, A. M.; Gil, P.
Tetrahedron 1986, 42, 5641–5648. (b) Batt, D. G.; Jones, D. G.; La Greca, S.
J. Org. Chem. 1991, 56, 6704-6708. See also: (c) Lautens, M.; Schmid, G. A.;
Chau, A. J. Org. Chem. 2002, 67, 8043–8053.



J. Org. Chem. Vol. 74, No. 19, 2009 7573

Ballantine et al. JOCNote

(Scheme 4). With an electron-withdrawing C1 substitutent
(COOMe), bond “a” of the C-O bond in the oxabicyclic
alkene is more electron-rich. The Ru inserting in bond “a”
will result in the formation of intermediates 17 and 18 and
lead to the formation of the 2-naphthol product 9n.

The possibility of isomerization of nonbenzo 7-oxanor-
bornadienes and 7-oxanorbornenes was investigated. When
7-oxanorbornadiene 19 and 7-oxanorbornenes 20 and 21

were treated with [RuCl2(CO)3]2 in DCE at 60 �C, no
reaction was observed and only the starting alkenes were
recovered (Scheme 5). However, using Cp*Ru(COD)Cl as
the catalyst, 7-oxanorbornadiene 19 gave a homodimeriza-
tion product 22 in 50%yield. This type of homodimerization
product has been observed in the Ni-catalyzed reactions of
norbornadienes.13 7-Oxanorbornenes 20 and 21 showed no
reaction with Cp*Ru(COD)Cl.

In conclusion, we have investigated the ruthenium-cata-
lyzed isomerization of 7-oxanorbornadienes into naphthols.
Among the various ruthenium catalysts tested, [RuCl2-
(CO)3]2 gave the highest yields in the isomerization, and a
variety substituted naphthols were synthesized in moderate
to excellent yields. Moderate to excellent regioselectivities

were observed for the isomerization of unsymmetrical 7-
oxanorbornadienes.

Experimental Section

General Procedure for the Ru-Catalyzed Isomerization of 7-

Oxanorbornadienes into Naphthols. Inside an inert atmosphere
glovebox, a solution of a 7-oxanorbornadiene (0.2 mmol) and
1,2-dichloroethane (0.3 mL) in an oven-dried vial was added to
an oven-dried vial containing [RuCl2(CO)3]2 (5 mol %). The
reactionmixture was taken outside the glovebox andwas heated
at 60 �C for 12-72 h. The crude product was purified by column
chromatography (EtOAc/hexanes mixtures) to give the
naphthol products.

4-Methyl-1-naphthol (8m, Table 4, entry 5). Following
the above general procedure, using 7-oxabenzonorbornadiene
1m (28.8 mg, 0.182 mmol), 1,2-dichloroethane (0.3 mL),
and [RuCl2(CO)3]2 (5.6 mg, 0.011 mmol). The reaction was
stirred at 60 �C for 20 h. The crude product was purified by
column chromatography (EtOAc/hexanes = 1:4) to give
4-methyl-1-naphthol 8m (27.2 mg, 0.172 mmol, 95%). Rf 0.40
(EtOAc/hexanes=1:9). 1HNMR (CDCl3, 400MHz): δ 8.28 (m,
1H), 7.99 (m, 1H), 7.58 (m, 2H), 7.16 (dd, 1H, J= 7.6, 0.7 Hz),
6.72 (d, 1H, J = 7.6 Hz), 5.37 (br. s, 1H), 2.65 (d, 3H, J = 0.7
Hz). 13C NMR (APT, CDCl3, 100 MHz): δ 149.7, 133.4, 126.7,
126.2, 126.1, 124.9, 124.5, 124.1, 122.0, 108.2, 18.8. HRMS (CI)
calcd for C11H10O [M þ H]þ 159.0810, found 159.0817.
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